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Original stories and dramatization of stories 
told. 

Dramatic Art : Dramatic presentation of 
the celebration of Christmas in other lands. 
Training in hearing and reproducing English 
vowel sounds continued. Poem to be studied 
and memorized: The Night before Christmas. 

Music : The same as the Second Grade. 

School Economics : Special point: Care 
of room. 

Cooking : See Miss Cooke's outline. 

Art : Illustrations of the stories in History 
and Literature with clay, painting, blackboard, 
and charcoal illustrations. Painting of the 
landscape. Modeling in clay of animals spe- 
cially studied in park. 



Industrial Art : The Christmas presents 
include two articles requiring both plain and 
fancy sewing: a laundry bag for handkerchiefs 
and a button bag. 

Manual Training : The manual training 
for December consists entirely of work on 
Christmas presents. The children are to be 
given a choice of two articles, (i) a blotter pad 
and (2) a matchsafe. For plans of the above 
articles see the Manual Training outline. 

French : The French will be directly corre- 
lated with the Nature Study and the making of 
Christmas presents. 

Physical Training: Continuation of Novem- 
ber work. 



Fourth Grade 

Clara Isabel Mitchell 



Christmas, its celebration and present- 
making, will doubtless form the chief in- 
terest of the children this month. The 
celebration will be an elaborated morning 
exercise, in which all grades of the school 
participate, prepared for each of the 
many for the entertainment of all. 
Parents will be specially invited to 
be present and receive the gifts 
prepared for them. The entire program 
is planned to grow out of the regular work 
of the school: the literary part will be pre- 
pared as lessons in literature and dramatic 
art; the songs will be learned in the hours 
for music; the gifts will be made in the 
time devoted to manual training and art, 
special afternoon hours being arranged for 
additional time. 

Literature, Oral Reading, and Dramatic Art: 
The children will read and reread the 
Bible story of the Star of Bethlehem, the 
Shepherds, the Wise Men and the Child 
in the Manger. The portion of Ben Hur 
which describes the journey of the three 
kings will be told or read by teacher and 
children together. Prints and photo- 
graphs of the great pictures illustrating 



the Nativity will be shown, and hung in 
the school-room. The special contribution 
made by the Fourth Grade class to the gen- 
eral entertainment will be adaptations and 
arrangements of the Christmas story where 
it fits into the thought of the program of 
the whole. Christmas stories and poems 
will be read, told, dramatized, and read 
orally, for the reinforcement they may 
give to beautiful Christmas sentiment and 
action. The poems selected are: A Song of 
St. Francis, by Henry Neville Vaughan; 
Santa Claus, anonymous, and The Little 
Christmas Tree, Susan Coolidge. 

As continuation of the sociological ex- 
cursions and observations of the previous 
month, the children will read and hear 
stories of the Christmas customs of the 
foreign people of the city, either here or at 
home: Italian, German, Scandinavian, 
Dutch, English, and Russian. 

Music : After the children have become 
deeply interested in the idea of Christmas 
they will be encouraged to make a Christ- 
mas song for their parents or friends, or 
imaginary people, as an expression of their 
feeling for the season. If different children 
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COURSE OF STUDY 



venture to make suggestion of ideas for 
the song, these ideas will be discussed and 
the most fitting put into simple verse as 
text. Volunteers will be encouraged in 
setting this original text to music. When 
the music and verse shall have been dis- 
cussed and decided upon, the entire class 
will memorize it and learn to write it. 

The rote songs chosen as beautiful and best 
suited to the season are: We Three Kings of 
Orient ; Christmas Carol, by Eleanor Smith 
Modern Music Series; Green Holly Boughs, E. 
Smith; First Nowel, Old English carol, De- 
cember Course of Study; Christmas Bells, 
Niels Gade (text by Hans Christian Andersen) 
December Course of Study; Christmas Bells, 
(text by Longfellow), Modern Music Series 
Second Book, Eleanor Smith; Ye Shepherds, 
Arise, Reinecke, Fifty Children's Songs; St. 
Christopher, Mrs. Crosby Adams, December 
Course of Study; God Rest You, Merry 
Gentlemen, December Course of Study; Old 
Christmas, Modern Music Series, Second Book, 
Eleanor Smith; Winter Song, Modern Music 
Series, First Book, Eleanor Smith. 

Manual Training and Industrial Arts: Be- 
sides making the metal trays, simple books, 
and baskets indicated in the November 
Outline, the children will make wooden 
shoe-boxes of poplar wood, staining them 
with aniline colors and outlining simple 
original designs with pyrography. They 
will also make button-bags of silk, orna- 
mented with beads; stick-pin holders 
woven of silk in simple design; sofa-pillow 
covers and small table covers of colored 
linens ornamented with applique. 

History: Continuing the study of Chi- 
cago begun in October, the history will 
be studied as offering possible explana- 
tions of the questions asked during the 
past two months as to causes of the great 
present population. The geography excur- 
sions and discussions of the previous 
months having given a setting, the chil- 
dren will be prepared to image the early 
conditions of Chicago. 

The history study will begin by the read- 



ing of a brief description of Quebec, Lake 
Champlain, the St. Lawrence, Lake Huron, 
and the settlements of these regions. 

The following points will be taken as 
of importance in the settlement of Chicago: 
Discovery of the Mississippi; discovery of 
the Chicago portage; journey of Joliet and 
Marquette; life, work, and death of Mar- 
quette; career of La Salle; life and charac- 
teristics of the Iroquois, Sioux, and Illinois 
Indians. These early events will be pic- 
tured by the children in writing, drawing, 
and painting. Special books for the keep- 
ing of this story will be made, illustrated, 
and written by the children as the lessons 
are given. 

Geography: The Chicago River will be 
visited once more; its use, past and pres- 
ent, will be discussed; and its appearance, 
cause and source of mud, and deposition of 
sediment. 

From this study of the Chicago River 
the children will think about the subject 
of rivers in general, and they will be taught 
the reason for different kinds of river val- 
leys, canons, falls, wide valleys, and the 
flood plain. They will make in the labo- 
ratory illustrations of the different kinds 
of river valleys, and will also make river 
basins, showing relation of tributaries to 
major stream, and relation of a river, in 
a general way, to the industrial life of 
a region. 

Number: In connection with the buying 
of materials for Christmas presents the chil- 
dren will be taught correct and simple 
methods of keeping accounts. The work 
of previous months will have given intelli- 
gent understanding of the use of percentage 
and decimal forms, and these will be applied 
to United States money. 

Nature Study: The methods employed by 
different forms of animal life for protection 
against the cold of winter will be the sub- 
ject for science lessons. The domestic 
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animals and those of the zoological gar- 
dens will be observed and discussed. 

The use of wood, coal, and gas as fuel 
will be studied in the burning of a candle 
as an illustration of combustion. 

Cooking and Domestic Science: Owing to 
delay in securing suitable room and equip- 
ment for teaching this subject, the October 
work was not taught as outlined, but was 
given in November instead. Following 
that plan, the October work in cooking 
will be the study of sugar in the making 
of candy: burned sugar, caramel, syrup, 
and recrystallized sugar. Connecting with 
the science lessons already outlined, the 
large percentage of carbon in sugar will be 
discovered as a product of combustion. As 
stated in the outlines of previous months, 



the foods successfully cooked will be served 
at the daily luncheon hour, which is an 
occasion for mutual entertainment, atten- 
tion, and courtesy, as well as refreshment. 
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Fifth Grade 

Willard Streeter Bass 



History 

The subject for the month will be the 
settlement and early history of Virginia. 
The study of the social and industrial life 
of the colony will be a very prominent 
feature of the work. The influences which 
determined the peculiarities of Virginian 
life sought in (1) the character of the col- 
onists and their motives in coming to 
America and (2) in the geographic charac- 
ter of the colony. The work will begin 
with a comparison of life on a Virginia 
plantation with that on the New England 
farm studied in November, and compari- 
sons with the conditions previously stud- 
ied in New England will be made at every 
step in the work, iD order that the effect of 
geographic and climatic influences upon 
social, industrial, and civil institutions 
may be more clearly seen. The topics to 
be treated, with some hints of the methods 
to be employed are given below. 



The Virginia Plantation. The teacher 
will show pictures of Virginia plantations of 
colonial times. The pupils will observe the 
character of the land, the size of the fields, the 
house, the slave quarters, etc. The chief busi- 
ness of the plantation will then be discussed, 
and the methods of tobacco culture and their 
influence upon the life of the planter de- 
termined. The plantation will be compared 
with the New England farm studied in the No- 
vember history, and with the Illinois farm vis- 
ited in October. The life of the planter's chil- 
dren will be studied as a means of making vivid 
to the pupil's mind the leisurely outdoor life, 
with its abundance of sports, and its scarcity 
of books and studies, its lack of towns and 
schools. 

Geographical Conditions Which Made 
This Life Possible. The children will see 
from pictures that the soil is fertile and the cli- 
mate favorable for tobacco culture. From sand 
or chalk modeled maps they will see the abun- 
dance of rivers, and how it would be- possible 
for each planter to have his own wharf and sell 
his tobacco and buy his manufactured articles 
from the master of some ship at his own door. 



